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were built there for irrigation purposes during the flour-
ishing period of the pre-lslamic Arab culture. Unfor-
tunately, the Yemen is an unknown country at present
as no survey was ever made relative to the extent of the
irrigable area and of the possible crops obtainable.
By referring to Table I it becomes evident that there
is less water available during the irrigation season than
during the flood season.
The Euphrates is so wide and deep that its waters can-
not be properly nsed without the Habbaniya reservoir.
The water, brought down during the floods, should be
accumulated in the Habbaniya lowland and returned to
the Euphrates during the irrigation season, at the rate
of 50 cubic meters per second. The same application is
possible for the Marmara basin, due to the many swamps
and two large lakes produced by floods. In reality, at
the present time, the waters of the rivers Nilofer, Ker-
masti, Kara Dere, Manias, and Su Sighirli are not suffi-
cient for irrigation purposes, and the lake Manias has to
be used as a reservoir. There are no lakes in the Men-
derez plain, so dikes need to be constructed to accumu-
late water for irrigation purposes. The lake Marmaris,
however, can be utilized for the Kediz basin. Irrigation
in the upper parts of the Kizil Innak requires large
dikes. The only rivers which have plenty of water are
the Berdan, Sihun, and Jihun which are ample for the
irrigation of the Adana plain. Syria is in the same con-
dition as Anatolia. As for Mesopotamia, there is no
suitable place for the construction of a reservoir for the
Tigris, although a large reservoir can be constructed on
the Hanirin hills for the • river Diala.
Considerable expense would be saved by the utilization
of lakes. Reservoirs accumulating 30,000,000 to 50,000,-
000 cubic meters of water cost at the rate of 0.20 franc
(4 cents) per cubic meter, while those of 200,000,000
meters cost at the rate of 0.10 franc (2 cents) per

